Image caption sheet for Unicorn, 30 March – 22 September

The first major UK exhibition on the unicorn, Scotland’s ancient symbol, will be Perth Museum’s first exhibition when it opens to the public on 30th March 2023.

1. Pendant, 'The Danny Jewel', enamelled gold and a section of Narwhal's tusk, England, ca.1550. © Victoria and Albert Museum, London

2. Tapestry fragment woven in wool and silk, depicting a unicorn, Flanders, ca.1500.© Victoria and Albert Museum, London

3. Gold coin of James IV, King of Scots, Edinburgh, 1488 - 1505, obverse with unicorn, symbol of Scotland. © National Museums Scotland

4. Illustrated page from the Book of Hours by Grote Geert, 1480-1490, Delft, Netherlands. © Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge

5. Panel of carved oak, bearing the Royal Arms of James V, from the Franciscan Nunnery Chapel in the Overgate, Dundee, possibly carved in Scotland, c. 1540 - 1550. © National Museums Scotland

6. The Unicorns, by John Duncan, 1920, tempera on canvas. © Dundee Art Galleries and Museums Collection

7. Narwhal tusk, carved, England, ca. 1125-1150. © Victoria and Albert Museum, London

8. Detail of narwhal tusk, carved, England, ca. 1125-1150. © Victoria and Albert Museum, London

9. Silver rod or wand, part of the regalia of the Usher of the White Rod. 19th century. © By Permission of the Trustees and Factor and Commissioner of the Walker Trust. Photography by National Museums Scotland.

10. Detail of a gilded and enamelled unicorn holding a shield with the lion rampant, atop a silver baton, part of the regalia of the Usher of the White Rod. © By Permission of the Trustees and Factor and Commissioner of the Walker Trust. Photography by National Museums Scotland.

11. The Lady and the Unicorn by Luca Longhi (1507-1580). ©Oil on wood. Stanza di Paolo III, Castel Sant'Angelo, Rome.

For further media information, contact Culture Perth and Kinross at marketing@culturepk.org.uk
Or contact Olivia Rickman at olivia@oliviarickman.com

Unicorn, 30 March – 22 September
Tickets £10/£8
Free to members of Culture Perth and Kinross Supporters Scheme
Opening hours 10am – 5pm
perthmuseum.co.uk/unicorn 

About Perth Museum

The new Perth Museum will open its doors on Saturday 30th March 2024 after a £27 million development project. This world-class cultural and heritage attraction will highlight the fascinating objects and stories that put Perth and Kinross at the centre of Scotland’s story.

At its heart will sit the Stone of Destiny, also known as the Stone of Scone, one of Scotland and the UK’s most significant historical objects. Returning to Perthshire for the first time in over 700 years, the Stone will be the centrepiece of the new Museum and will be free for all to view.

Alongside the stone, the Museum will display Perth & Kinross’s Recognised Collections of National Significance as well as iconic loans and exhibitions from the UK and abroad.

The Museum is housed in a heritage Edwardian building that once served as a gathering place hosting everything from markets and concerts to political conferences and wrestling matches. This historic venue has been transformed into a major visitor attraction by award-winning architects Mecanoo. The Museum will also feature a café, shop, learning and event spaces, and a major exhibition programme throughout the year.

Members of Culture Perth and Kinross Supporters Scheme receive free entry to the exhibition programme. The scheme enables supporters to buy memberships whilst contributing to the preservation and celebration of the objects and stories housed within Perth Museum for generations to come.

Perth Museum is managed in partnership between Perth and Kinross Council and Culture Perth and Kinross, and is supported by £10 million from the UK Government as part of the Tay Cities Region Deal.
perthmuseum.co.uk

About the Tay Cities Region Deal

The Tay Cities Region Deal is a partnership between local, Scottish and UK governments and the private, academic and voluntary sectors which seeks to create a smarter and fairer Angus, Dundee, Fife and Perth & Kinross under the headings Inclusive Tay; Innovative Tay; International Tay; Connected Tay and An Empowered Tay. 

 The Scottish Government and UK Government will each invest up to £150 million in the Tay Cities Region Deal over 10 years, subject to final approval of robust business cases.  

As of 30th September 2022, over £74m of Government investment has been released and almost 700 jobs have been created. 

This central investment from both Governments has the potential to lever in £400m of investment over 15 years, of which more than £123m has been secured by Projects. 

Full and further information on the progress the Deal has made to date on securing investment and jobs, can be found within the Annual Performance Report located on the Tay Cities Region Deal website www.taycities.co.uk/publications.

About Culture Perth and Kinross

[bookmark: _Int_pSOmNzh3]Culture Perth and Kinross is a charitable Trust responsible for the delivery and development of the archive, library, museum and galleries, and creative learning in Perth and Kinross. 

As a charity, Culture Perth and Kinross fundraises on an ongoing basis, and donations made are directly reinvested back into the trust. By donating via www.culturepk.org.uk/donate, you would be directly supporting your local libraries, museums and archives in a meaningful way that allows us to do more.

[bookmark: _Int_HyxToHOB]Culture Perth and Kinross operates Perth Art Gallery, Alyth Museum, and the new Perth Museum opening in 2024, as well as libraries and archives across Perth and Kinross. Our vision is to be at the heart of a cultural community that connects people, ideas, knowledge, and collections. Our mission is to develop and deliver a range of sector-leading services, public programmes and partnerships which engage a wide and diverse audience in the best of local, national, and international culture.
